NIMSS Oversight Committee

Conference Call

Thursday, October 13, 2005

2:00 pm Eastern

ATTEENDEES:

NERA: Tom Fretz, Rubie Mize, Judy Sun

NCRA: Doreen Woodward, Daryl Lund, Nikki Nelson, Linda Haubert, 

SAAESD: Eric Young, Lisa Collins

WAAESD: Mike Harrington, Harriet Sykes, LeRoy Daugherty

	10/13/05 Assignments

	System Administrators
	Go through the list of suggestions/comments in Nikki’s survey and decide on what improvements need to be done in NIMSS.  An update will be given to the Oversight Committee at the next call.
	

	Donna
	Check availability of members for next teleconference on Jan. 2006.

Include this in System Administrators meeting on October 17, 2005.
	

	All
	Include “NIMSS Budget” in the next meeting’s agenda.   
	


System Update and Admin Conference Call Report – Rubie Mize

1. Since the last Oversight Committee teleconference in June, the system administrators have met twice, in July and August.  The third meeting was supposed to be in San Antonio, but that was cancelled so the group will meet again by teleconference on October 17.

2. To date, there are 3,519 active users out of 7,891 registered in NIMSS.

3. Functions added during this period:

· A pop-up box informing the one authorizing the annual meeting that the annual report has not been submitted.  Although this function will not impede the process of authorization, we have gotten excellent feedback on technical committees submitting reports before the meeting is authorized by the Advisor.

· E-mail reminder every 30/60/90 days after the annual meeting to submit the annual report.

· The new “leveraging” question has been added in the Impacts Section of the SAES-422.

· Dropdown menu for the system administrators had been added to allow them to select and assign the correct review form to the reviewers.

· An explanation on the sidebar of the Participants’ pages about the asterisk next to a person’s name indicating that this is the “Official Representative (Voting Member from Station)”.

· On the Participant Contact function, added an option to copy the region’s executive director and system administrator.

· Removed the Minutes Section in the Project Homepages.  SAES-422 was changed to “SAES-422: Report & Minutes”.  This will eliminate confusion when minutes could not be accessed because they were submitted as part of the annual report.  There will be no more need to submit separate minutes for the project’s homepage.

· Added an option to search by “End Date” in the ‘View Projects’ function.

· Added this warning on the sidebar for drafting/editing annual reports and project outlines:  “Remember to click save at the bottom of the screen to ensure that your data is saved before moving to another section!” 

· Added project title in e-mail notifications for approved projects.

3.   Future activities include giving Refresher’s Course to NIMSS Users at the 2006 CSREES Administrative Workshop, and taking actions on recommendations/comments given by users in Nikki’s survey.  The systems administrators need to go through the list and pick out the ones that are useful, doable and reasonable.

Nikki’s MS LSC Project – Nikki Nelson

1. Nikki’s PowerPoint presentation is attached: PDF file
2. Detailed analysis of the survey results is on going.  Nikki will be able to break down the bar graphs by respondents.  A comment was given that some respondents carry more weight than others.

3. Some policy questions came up on how Extension Directors can be drawn into using NIMSS, i.e., approving extension participants.  This mainly depends on resources committed by the experiment station or extension.  SAESs handle this differently based on their commitments and agreement with their extension counterparts.

4. The regional system administrators will analyze and categorize the suggestions/comments from the NIMSS survey.  The Oversight Committee will be given an update at the next meeting.   

Future Meetings – Eric Young

· Next System Admin conference call is October 17 at 11:00 am Eastern

· Next NIMSS Oversight Committee conference call will be in January 2006.  Donna will contact everyone for date/time.

Other Business – All

· The NIMSS Budget for the next fiscal year will be included in the next meeting’s agenda.  Now that it is included in NRSP-1, is there a possibility of covering all of the actual expenses in retaining a fulltime programmer particularly if we are looking into expanding the user-base and opening it up to a wider audience?

Respectfully submitted by:

Rubie G. Mize

October 13, 2005

